THE GREAT STATE

In the end I conceive that the Great State will
have little more to consider in the way of crime
than those Inevitable clashes of jealousy, the Crimes
of Passion. Sordid crime will disappear; only ro-
mantic crime will remain.

1.  I mean something far more drastic than the
statute revision that is going on to-day, and the recent
suppression of discussion in the House of Commons
removes the old obstacles to symmetrical reform.

2.  Even romantic crimes are peculiar to men or
women of no wide intellectual interests or recrea-
tions who by reason of their limitations cannot shake
off the obsession of a particular person or a fixed idea.

To write on the problem of the law in the Great
State is as difficult as to describe a strange country
seen from an aeroplane. Only the crudest outlines
emerge; all the essential characteristics of colour
and scheme and detail remain, gray and blurred.
I sketch only what I can see. Yet, though it may be
difficult to discern a celestial city, the Great State
will at least avoid "mistaking memories for hopes,"
to adopt Hallam's famous sentence about the states-
men of medieval Italy* I mean that the Law of the
Great State will be untrammelled by memories of
the golden age or a state of Nature; it will seek no
inspiration from imaginary theodicies or pedigrees;
it will be inviolate by greed or superstition. That
Law may, perhaps, in sober fact embody and pro-
claim the harmony of a better world.
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